
Plane Hell Action South East

This document gives sample answers for the Heathrow Airspace and Future Operations Consultation.
The consultation deadline is 4th March 2019.

Suggested answers are our own opinion and are backed up by investigation of how arrivals over South East 
London operate as well as healthy suspicion of whether Heathrow is interested in residents or not.

To make use of these answers, some variation of wording is required.  Otherwise, Heathrow will treat the 
same responses as duplicated ones.

Heathrow Consultation on Airspace and 
Future Operations 

https://afo.heathrowconsultation.com

Ends 4th March 2019

• A difference of 10 decibels is a doubling of loudness
• A difference of 3 decibels is a doubling of sound Intensity
• 70 decibels = standing beside a vacuum cleaner

DECIBELS !!!!

https://afo.heathrowconsultation.com/
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In order to complete the on-line response, please visit this web-site:
https://afo.heathrowconsultation.com

Click the ‘Respond online now’ link and then follow ‘Start the Questionnaire’:

https://afo.heathrowconsultation.com/
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You will be asked to confirm you are over 13 years of age.
You may find you are sent back to this confirmation many times during the response.
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https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/1

SE17 9DX

You will eventually see this 
map where you can enter 
your own postcode.

You will be shown the first 
noise envelope for your 
postcode.  All possible 
envelopes for your postcode 
will be listed in a menu.

In this example, the menu 
shows 3 envelopes, A1, A2 
and D2.

A = Arrivals (3 runways)
D = Departure (3 runways)
I = Independent Parallel 
Approach (2 runways)

https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/1
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A1 shows 
• up to 47 flights per hour
• At 4000 – 5000 feet
• 1 flight over 65 decibels

A2 shows 
• up to 47 flights per hour
• At 3000 – 4000 feet
• 32 flights over 65 decibels

D2 shows 
• up to 17 flights per hour
• At 3000 – 12000 feet
• 17 flights over 65 decibels

In all, this shows what could be a very noisy din over the postcode, especially if it is under 
a concentrated flight path – a Performance Based Navigation path. 8 hours of exposure to 
80 decibels starts to cause damage to the ear.

70 decibels = hoover ~ every 2-3 minutes = constant noise
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https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/1#survey-main

This question about local factors may decide where PBN  flight paths will finally be 
placed.  So beware what you consider as an important postcode.

https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/1#survey-main
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Heathrow know the locations of schools etc, so beware of quoting these in this 

Questions 6 and 7 as doing so may make your own home more open to flight 

path positioning. 

Examples of other local factors that you may consider quoting are:

• The use of my home for my work or rest at noise levels that are no higher than 

those advised by the World Health Organisation of 45 dB.

• The use of my garden for my health and recreation at noise levels that are no 

higher than those advised by the World Health Organisation of 45 dB. 

• Homes in my area are old and do not have sufficient sound proofing to mitigate 

frequent planes at 65 decibels.  

• My home is in a conservation area and cannot be modified to cope with frequent 

plane noise of 65 decibels. 

• The built up nature of the locale causes plane noise to echo.

• I am at home all day since I am retired.

• I am at home all day since I am unwell.

• I am overflown by arrivals to London City Airport at low altitude of 2000 feet and it 

would be unacceptable for me to also be overflown by arrivals to Heathrow Airport 

which would contradict the Air Navigation Guidelines 2017 that stipulates 

QUALITY OF LIFE must be preserved.

• Give the postcode of your own home.
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Arrivals to the 2 runway airport will need a new & improved design to disperse planes that 

approach Heathrow at low altitude. To achieve this, what is known as the ‘Join Point’ must 

be varied.  The Join Point is where planes meet the final straight line towards the runway.  

Most planes currently join just east of Vauxhall, very east of Heathrow.  We propose that 

NO streets get continual concentrated noise.  
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https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/3

We suggest 

‘No’ here 

because the 

proposals to 

keep noise 

levels down 

are not 

adequate for 

SE London.

https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/3
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Please object here as much as you can to the proposals, and give good 

reasons. 70 decibels = hoover ~ every 2-3 minutes = constant noise
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https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/4

We suggest that 

some break from 

noise every day is 

needed for the 

sake of health 

and community 

well-being.  To 

have noise all day 

long for many 

days is likely to 

be damaging.

https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/4
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An impossible question that merits a ridiculous answer.

Without vital health research to back this up, it is clear that the 

whole Heathrow concept of ‘respite’ is without scientific merit.   

Neither they nor Government has any idea what it is about to 

inflict on London.  
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https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/5

We suggest No here 

since removing the 

westerly preference 

at least gives SE 

London a break from 

arrivals during all 

east wind conditions.

East winds have 

been more prevalent 

in recent years.

https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/5
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Planes are noisier when they fly with the wind direction as noise is retained overhead.  All cone noise is 

blown ahead and persists for longer. We recommend to REMOVE Westerly Preference at Heathrow.
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We suggest No here, as well as No in question 3a.  This forces a break for SE London 

from concentrated arrivals during all east wind conditions.  If Heathrow intervenes, then 

SE London will not be guaranteed these breaks during all east wind conditions and SE 

London will become a playground for Heathrow operations.  

By Heathrow’s design, Arrivals are concentrated and Departures are dispersed.  

London City Airport arrivals overlap with Heathrow arrivals during light east winds.
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If Heathrow intervene and play around with what is flying over us, then SE 

London will not be guaranteed breaks from concentrated arrivals during all 

east wind conditions.  In fact SE London will become a playground for 

Heathrow operations.  

Westerly preference should simply be abolished so that SE London can 

get some peace from arrivals during all east winds. By Heathrow’s design, 

Arrivals are concentrated and Departures are dispersed.
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https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/6

We say No here 

so that noise 

starts later.  

It’s not much of a 

choice but better 

to make one than 

to say don’t know.

https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/6
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70 decibels = hoover   80 decibels = truck/train etc

Arrivals currently land from 

4.30am.  This means that over 

SE London they start at 

4.23am. A shocking situation 

since Departures start from 

6am.  Arrivals are

• Too early

• Too low

• Too concentrated

• Too noisy
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https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/7+ 10 decibels = twice 
as loud

+ 3 decibels = twice as 
intense

Quiet home = 45 dB
SO !!!

• 55 dB is twice as 
loud as 45 dB

• 65 dB is twice as 
loud as 55 dB

• 70 dB = hoover

• every 2-3 minutes 

is constant noise

https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/topic/7
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https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/feedback

https://feedback.heathrowconsultation.com/step/feedback
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Section 11 is for you to enter your details.

If you did not receive a leaflet, then please say so in Section 11.

Plane Hell Action South East would be very pleased to receive a copy of 

your response by email.

Please use the “Share the consultation questionnaire” to send it to us at:

info@planehellaction.org.uk

Please also send your completed response to your MP/Local Council:

Your MP

Find your Local Council Environment Department

THANK YOU !! 

mailto:info@planehellaction.org.uk
https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/
https://www.directory.londoncouncils.gov.uk/

